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"One person can make a huge difference," said Ruthanne Greeley of Santa Fe Partners in Education. Greeley is

the chairwoman of the Parent and Community Engagement Committee for the Santa Fe Mobilizing for Education

Excellence Action Team, one of three teams created out of last June's Mobilizing For Education summit at the

Santa Fe Community College. 

About 180 people (educators, parents, students, etc.) took part in that two-day event, sharing ideas on how to

unite the community behind a few goals. The summit was convened by United Way of Santa Fe County and
facilitated by members of New Mexico First, a nonprofit group committed to engaging citizens in public policy

issues. 

At that time, United Way CEO and President Katherine Freeman said she didn't want to see the assembly come

up with some good ideas and then pack those ideas on some shelf somewhere, never to be touched again. Some
six months later, Freeman and company have organized three action teams to pursue three low-cost or no-cost

initiatives to support education in Santa Fe County. 

The Education Hero Campaign encourages local businesses to help via a series of options, including finding a

way to give employees time off to attend a parent/teacher conference; hosting book or school-supply drives;

mentoring a student; or providing internships. 

The Parent Involvement Committee is looking for representatives from all the district's schools; this group is
slated to start meeting early this year. 

Finally, the Hooked on Books campaign is a literacy program already up and running thanks to the leadership of

Santa Fe School for the Arts and Sciences, which formed a student Alliance for Literacy to get this "read, read,

read" campaign moving back in October. The alliance began raising money for prizes to continue offering

incentives via reading contests. It raised $10,000 from the Albertsons Community Partners Challenge. 

"My big dream is that all the leaders in the community come together and agree on some collective actions with

these committees ² in tandem with Santa Fe Public Schools and the Board of Education ² to make a

difference here," Freeman said during a December interview. The action team is definitely seeking volunteers:

"This is not a private club," she said. "This is an open invite to the public to participate." 

United Way's Allison Gregory emphasized that there are a number of things that Santa Feans can do ² at no




